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[bookmark: _GoBack]Area Agency on Aging, CEO recognized with awards at national conference
TAMPA, Fla. — Region IV Area Agency on Aging (AAA) was recognized this week with a national award at the USAging 49th Annual Conference and Tradeshow in Tampa, Florida.
AAA won the 2024 Aging Innovations Award from USAging in the Healthy Aging category.
The award was given in recognition of its Arts & Aging Partnership, a collaboration spanning the local arts, public health, higher-ed, philanthropy, and business community to harness the power of the arts to inform and engage Southwest Michigan residents about public health needs like dementia.
[bookmark: _Int_1TPDw2TZ]“The arts are a powerful vehicle for exploring social issues,” AAA Chief Executive Officer Christine Vanlandingham said. “Experiencing a play together or discussing the themes of an art piece opens opportunities for the community to better understand the journey of individuals living with dementia and destigmatizes the conversation.”
The Arts & Aging Partnership grew from community need and feedback about the stigma adults and caregivers reported after receiving a dementia diagnosis and associated poor health outcomes. One in eight local residents aged 65+ and one in three aged 85+ live with dementia. This is projected to increase by about 15 percent by 2025. Additionally, caregivers of people with dementia are at greater risk for anxiety, depression, and poorer quality of life than caregivers of people with other conditions according to the Centers for Disease Control.
Since 2022, Arts and Aging has put on several plays around the community, including “Memory of a Dance,” which was written based on the experiences of local families living with a dementia diagnosis.
“We are honored to receive this award and want to thank our many, dedicated Arts and Aging partners who we could not do this work without,” Vanlandingham said. “We look forward to kicking off our next public art project over the next few months which will give caregivers and their care partners an opportunity to show us a “Window to Our World."
Also during the conference, Vanlandingham was named the recipient of the 2024 National Excellence in Leadership Award. This award is given annually to a leader who has made a significant impact in aging locally, state-wide and nationally.
“Identifying community needs and developing solutions, service lines, and collaborations to meet those needs, is a hallmark of Christine’s leadership,” USAging CEO Sandy Markwood said. “Throughout her ever-increasing level of responsibility at AAA over 22 years, Christine has brought her love of people and can-do attitude to the table. She embraces the ‘Art of the Possible’ in her approach to innovative development, clearly visualizing issues and creating partnerships to formulate and implement solutions.”
Vanlandingham and AAA Chief Operations Officer Theresa Uhrich were present at the USAging Conference to accept the awards.
“This year's award recipient’s innovative programs and unwavering commitment to improving the lives of older adults set a high standard for excellence in our field,” Markwood said. “These initiatives not only enhance the well-being of our aging population but also inspire others to strive for impactful and lasting change in their communities.”
USAging is the national association representing and supporting the network of Area Agencies on Aging.
USAging presented 22 Aging Achievement Awards and 16 Aging Innovations Awards to programs in a variety of areas, including advocacy; agency operations; caregiving; community planning and livable communities; diversity, equity and inclusion; economic security; elder abuse prevention; health–social care integration; healthy aging; home and community-based services; housing and homelessness; kinship and grandfamily support; nutrition; technology; social engagement; transportation and mobility; and workforce development and volunteerism. You can read about all winners here: https://www.usaging.org/Files/AIA%20Awards_2024_Final.pdf

More award information can be found at: https://www.usaging.org/

[bookmark: _Int_RqRBctQN]For more information on Area Agency on Aging’s Arts & Aging Partnership visit www.AreaAgencyonAging.org or call 800-654-2810.
### 
Region IV Area Agency on Aging celebrates 50 years of serving older adults, people with disabilities and caregivers in 2024.  RIV AAA is a private, not-for-profit corporation. Established in 1974 for the business of developing age supportive commerce and services, it plays a major role in planning, funding, and delivery of a host of services. Empowerment and independence of community members are driving themes behind its efforts. Designated by the State of Michigan to receive federal Older Americans Act funds for planning and development, the agency manages an array of government contracts for service delivery in Southwest Michigan. Its primary service area includes Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren counties. For more information about the RIVAAA, visit www.areaagencyonaging.org.  
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